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PROGRAMME 
 

Leeds University Union Music Society proudly presents: 
 
LUUMS Chamber Choir (Conducted by Chris Hughes) 

Josef Rheinberger 
Mass in E flat, Kyrie 

 
 
William Henry Harris  

  Bring us, O Lord God 
 
 
William Byrd 

  Civitas Sancti Tui 
 
 
 Judith Bingham, Charles Villiers Stanfords 
  The Drowned Lovers, The Blue Bird 
 
 

Sergei Rachmaninoff 
Shestopsalmie 

  
 

Franz Beibl  
  Ave Maria 
 
 
 Josef Rheinberger 

Mass in E Flat Cantus ‘Missæ', Agnus Dei 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERVAL 
 
LUUMS Concert Band (Conducted by Ethan Skirving) 
 

John Philip Sousa 
  The Liberty Bell 

 
 
Brian Balmages 

Among The Clouds 
 
 
Claude Debussy arr. Philip Sparke 

  The Girl With The Flaxen Hair 
 
 
Erika Svanoe 

The Haunted Carousel 
  
 

John Williams arr. Michael Brown 
Soundtrack Highlights from Star Wars: The Force Awakens 

 
 

Robbie Williams, arr. Frank Benaerts 
Beyond The Sea  

 
 

Leroy Anderson 
Sleigh Ride 

 
 

  



PROGRAMME NOTES – LUUMS Chamber Choir 
 

LUUMS Chamber Choir (Conducted by Chris Hughes) 
 
This, our first in-person performance since 2020, is based loosely on the 
Christian Order of Mass, with almost all of our repertoire having been written 
for the Church/on religious texts. 
 
Rheinberger’s ‘Cantus Missæ’ was written during a time in which there was 
great pressure to write more traditional, restrained liturgical music. One needs 
only to listen to the opening bars of his ‘Agnus Dei’ to understand he didn’t 
submit to said pressure. Harris’ ‘Bring us, O Lord God’, describing an image of 
Heaven, has some similarly unexpected compositional choices: a serene 
beginning, building to a chaotic, whirlwind climax, but saving the most 
mysterious harmonies for the final ‘Amen’. 
 
After these lush, romantic songs of praise, Byrd’s signature polyphonic style is a 
powerful sorbet. The mood of ‘Civitas Sancti tui’ (the second part of a piece 
beginning ‘Ne Irascaris Domine’) is similarly juxtaposed: “Your holy city has 
become a wilderness… Jerusalem has been made desolate”. 
 
Judith Bingham OBE, born in Nottingham, studied at the Royal Academy of 
Music, and has enjoyed a consistently successful career as a composer and 
vocalist. Though she composes for a wide variety of instrumentations, she is 
most well known for her choral music. Her piece ‘The Drowned Lovers’ is an 
almost symbiotic prelude to Stanford’s ‘The Blue Bird’, adding a beautiful and 
morbid undertone to the otherwise idyllic scene. “In the deepest reaches of the 
lake, I and my love do lie… His love had been a lie, But now we share a watery 
grave…” 
 
Turning back to religious music, though a very different style, featuring 
Rachmaninoff and the Russian Orthodox tradition. Though most well known for 
his Piano and Orchestral compositions, Rachmaninoff’s settings of the Christian 
service of ‘Vespers’ (of which the more famous Evensong is a derivative) are 
undeniably stunning. The beautiful hymn-like ending to ‘Shestopsalmie’ sets the 
tone perfectly for Biebl’s ‘Ave Maria’, a piece in verses with an almost child-like 
innocence. 
With a powerful, tortured beginning followed by turbulent chromaticism, the 
‘Agnus Dei’ is the perfect ending for the ‘Cantus Missæ’, and our recital. 
Turbulence gives way to serene and flowing imitative melodies, leading to the 
final ‘Dona nobis pacem’, Grant us peace. 
 

  



PROGRAMME NOTES – LUUMS Concert Band 
 
LUUMS Concert Band (Conducted by Ethan Skirving) 
 

John Philip Sousa 
  The Liberty Bell 
 
John Philip Sousa was a prolific American composer who wrote over 130 
marches for military band, such that he is often referred to as “The March 
King”. The Liberty Bell is perhaps one of the most well-known of his marches 
and has been played at five of the last seven American presidential 
inauguration. With bold melodies and powerful dynamics, this piece is always a 
rousing opener! 
 
 

Brian Balmages 
Among The Clouds 

 
This piece, composed by Brian Balmages, aims to capture the feeling of flying 
when dreaming. A slow, dramatic introduction quickly gives way to rushing 
winds and powerful brass entries, all while the percussion add sparkling effect 
as we journey among the clouds. 
 
 

Claude Debussy arr. Philip Sparke 
  The Girl With The Flaxen Hair 
 
This piece has long been a favourite of pianists playing the works of Debussy, as 
well as general audiences. Calming and peaceful, it is one of Debussy’s most 
recorded pieces, and has been masterfully arranged for concert band by Philip 
Sparke. 

 
 
Erika Svanoe 

The Haunted Carousel 
 

Composed by Erika Svanoe, this Halloween themed piece expertly creates a 
spooky atmosphere through the use of quirky instrument effects and creepy 
melodies. It follows the style of a carousel waltz, and is sure to leave an 
impression on the listener for some time! 

 



PROGRAMME NOTES – LUUMS Concert Band 
 
John Williams arr. Michael Brown 

Soundtrack Highlights from Star Wars: The Force Awakens 
 

The Force Awakens: Any Star Wars fan is familiar with the famous tunes and 
themes that have accompanied the Star Wars films throughout the decades. 
This arrangement presents a combination of the classic themes alongside newer 
material composed by John Williams for The Force Awakens, the first film of the 
most recent Star Wars trilogy. 

 
 
Robbie Williams, arr. Frank Benaerts 

Beyond The Sea  
 
Beyond the Sea is a well-known song that has been sang by many artists since 
it’s popularisation in 1959. Robbie Williams performed a cover of the song for 
“Finding Nemo” in 2003, and it is this version that has been adapted for Concert 
Band by Frank Benaerts. 
 
 

Leroy Anderson 
Sleigh Ride 

 

Composed by Leroy Anderson, ‘Sleigh Ride’ is a signature tune of the Boston 
Pops Orchestra, and is a favourite for winter-time concert programmes – sit 
back and enjoy the ride, and look out for all the usual sleigh ride effects such as 
the whip crack in the percussion, and the trumpet “horse whinny”! 

 
 
 
 
  



ENSEMBLE BIOGRAPHY – LUUMS Chamber Choir 
 

Chamber Choir the auditioned vocal group of the music society, this year 
consisting of 15 students who all share a great passion for music and choral 
singing. We always aim to sing a wide variety of repertoire, previously 
performing works by Byrd, Tchaikovsky and Poulenc, while also incorporating 
more modern or unknown composers. Chamber Choir is a chance to enjoy 
singing of a high standard within a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.  
We perform concerts at the end of each term and in between these like to take 
part in evensongs around Leeds as well as other events like Christmas carolling. 
These performances all lead up to the main event of the year; a European tour! 
Previously, the choir have visited cities including Copenhagen, Budapest and 
Krakow. This year we are hoping to go to Pisa, Italy! 

 
Conductor Chris, originally from Nantwich, 
Cheshire, has played the piano ever since he was 
5 years old. During his sixth form education at 
Chetham’s School of Music, Chris studied the 
piano with Mr John Gough, taking up the Organ 
as a second study with Mr Christopher Stokes, 
Organist of Manchester Cathedral. During this 
time, he also became interested in choral music 
and first began singing in choirs. Now a second 
year student at Leeds University studying Music, 
Chris also holds the title of Organ Scholar at 
Leeds RC Cathedral under the tutelage of David 

Pipe. In his time at university, he sang with and accompanied LUUMS’ 
Symphonic Choir. Last year (2020/21), Chris had the privilege of conducting the 
Chamber Choir through weekly online rehearsals, as well as continuing to 
participate in online rehearsals with LUUMS’ Symphony Orchestra, Symphonic 
Choir, the Opera Society and Leeds Cathedral. Chris eagerly looks forward to 
conducting the Chamber Choir again this coming year, and to performing live 
music once again. " 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PERFORMERS – LUUMS Chamber Choir 
 

Conductors: Chris Hughes 
Manager: Kit Orange  

 
Sopranos 
Abigail Turner 
Genevieve Chiu 
Amy Howe 
Grace Towle 
 
 
Altos 
Sophie Fowler 
Jenny Podic 
Naomi Barker                                  
Holly Wheeldon 

Tenors 
Zachary Kleanthous 
Alessio D'Andrea 
Joe Edward 
 
 
Basses 
Charlie Terry 
Kit Orange 
Duncan Matthew

 
 
 
 

  



ENSEMBLE BIOGRAPHY – LUUMS Concert Band   
 
Concert Band is one of the non-auditioned ensembles within LUUMS, 
performing a variety of genres ranging from film scores to wind band classics. 
The band is compiled of brass, woodwind and percussion players of all abilities. 
The pieces played in Concert Band contain a mixture of parts so there are 
opportunities for everyone to play confidently. Concert Band has a relaxed vibe, 
catering to those who want to play for fun and make new friends while still 
performing high quality music. 
  
Concert Band performs regularly throughout the year. These performances 
include concerts as part of the LUUMS concert series across both terms, some 
busking at Christmas all through Leeds City Centre and the ensemble 
showcases, where we perform with all the other non-auditioned ensembles 
within LUUMS. 
We are proud to have large involvement with a diverse membership across all 
academic disciplines. 
  
After every rehearsal, there is a relaxed trip to Old Bar, where band members 
can socialise. Other social highlights of the year include an annual summer BBQ, 
a festive Christmas party and activities such as Trampolining and trips to Laser 
Quest. We also participate in wider LUUMS socials which take place throughout 
the year, including an annual ball and live music events. 
 
Conductor Ethan, is an MSc Medical Imaging student from Teesside, in the 

North-East. Primarily a Percussionist, he 
currently plays for a variety of bands and 
orchestras both back home and in Leeds 
and has thoroughly enjoyed playing in 
numerous LUUMS ensembles during his 
undergraduate degree. His musical interests 
vary from classical symphonies to big band 
jazz, though he has a particular love for 
brass and wind band music. Ethan 
conducted the LUUMS Concert Band last 
year, and is delighted to be able to continue 
the role for another year with a mix of wind 
band classics and new works in the pipeline!

 
 



PERFORMERS – LUUMS Concert Band 
 

Conductor: Ethan Skirving  
Managers: Dominic Francis & David Richardson

  
Flutes 
Sophie Fowler 
Alex Packer 
Sian Earle 
Hannah Meek 
Eve Walker 
 
Clarinets 
Anna Wolski 
Lauren Farndell 
Tom Kemchington 
Sophie Connor 
Omolara Kolade 
Immy Forse 
Sara Lily Coleman 
Rory Swann 
 
Bass Clarinet 
Chris Field 
 
Oboes 
Eloise Fuller 
Ruby Davies 
Victoria Beningfield 
 
Bassoons 
Naiya Patel 
Andrew Slattery 
 
Alto Saxophones 
James Cook 
Ethan Bagge 
Lucy Pullan 
John Roberts 

Jo Fountain 
 
Tenor Saxophone 
Harry Hutchins 
 
Baritone Saxophone 
Martin Waters  
 
French Horn 
Matthew Boucher 
 
Trumpets 
Jake Westwell 
Joseph Martin 
Harriet Fewster 
Emma Keith 
 
Trombones 
Dom Francis 
Ed Vernon-Stroud 
Charlie Terry 
 
Euphoniums 
David Richardson 
Marion Whiting 
 
Tuba 
Simeon Lowe 
 
Percussion 
Lydia Hutton 
Blae Stacey 
Annie Wilkins 
Will Law 
Ashruta Mani 



A WORD FROM OUR HONORARY PATRON 
 
 

My first contact with LUUMS was whilst working 
one Saturday early in December 2004. It turned 
out that there was a concert that evening featuring 
LUUMS Wind Band (now Concert Band) and the 
LUUMS Chorus. There was a final rehearsal for the 
concert during the afternoon. I was so impressed 
with the standard that I rang my wife and asked her 
if she fancied a concert that evening. I could 
immediately tell just how dedicated the society 
members were (and still are) about everything that 
they do. I have since made a point of getting to as 
many of the society's concerts as I can.  

 
The way the society operates, run entirely 

by our students in their own time, is truly a pleasure to behold. Around Christmas 
2006, when the society first rolled out the idea of "Friends of LUUMS", I had no 
hesitation in signing up, deciding that I would make an annual donation. I was initially 
disappointed to find that I was the only person who had taken up the idea. Since then 
the society has worked harder to promote ”Friends of LUUMS". They also introduced 
the concept of becoming a "Patron" of the society for a larger donation. I simply 
continued to make my annual donation as a "Friend" of the society. I felt deeply 
honoured in December 2011 when I discovered, on reading the programme for the 
first LUUMS concert of the academic year, that the society had credited me with the 
title "Honorary Patron".  

 
As I have already hinted at, these young people are a credit to the University 

and to their families, but most of all to themselves. The hard work and dedication they 
put into ensuring the society continues to run in the excellent way that it does really 
does them justice. To put this into perspective, during the society's annual Charity 
Concert at Leeds Town Hall in March 2011, a gentleman sitting next to me in the 
audience leaned over and said "This is as good as any professional orchestra". That, to 
me, says all that needs to be said. I feel privileged to associate myself with the Leeds 
University Union Music Society. 

 
Dave Jackson  



WITH THANKS 
 

LUUMS would like to thank our Friends and Patrons: 
Honorary Patron of LUUMS 

Dave Jackson 
Lifetime Patrons of LUUMS 

Joanne Welch and Michael Silverleaf 
Friend of LUUMS (Gold)  

Angela Yates 
 

If you would like to know more about supporting our society or would like to become a 
friend of LUUMS, scan the QR code below or contact our fundraising officer, Matt  

at luums.fundraising@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

All of our ensembles within LUUMS do some wonderful things. To keep you up to date we 
release a termly newsletter. If you are interested, please ask one of the members of the 
committee to be added to the mailing list or email luums.fundraising@gmail.com to be 

added to the mailing list. 
 

LUUMS Executive Committee 
President – Bibi Thomas Gandara 

Secretary – Beth Salisbury 
Treasurer – Dorothy Choi 

Concerts Manager – Ching Kwok 
Publicity Officer – Lydia Hutton  
Social Secretary – Romy Leach  

Fundraising and Sponsorship – Matthew Boucher  
Departmental Officer – Sam Brockett 

Freshers Representative – Lilian Sztankov 
Postgraduate Representative – Bethany Clarke 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
  
 
If you enjoyed this concert, why not come along to another? Here are the dates 
for the rest of the concerts in our Winter Concert Series: 
 

 
Symphonic Wind Orchestra & Chorus 

Saturday 20th November, 5pm  
Clothworkers Centenary Concert Hall 

 
Chamber Choir & Concert Band  

Sunday 21st November, 3pm 
Clothworkers Centenary Concert Hall 

 
Chamber Orchestra & Brass Band 

Saturday 27th November, 5pm  
Clothworkers Centenary Concert Hall 

 
Sinfonia & Symphonic Choir 
Sunday 28th November, 3pm  

Clothworkers Centenary Concert Hall 
 

Symphony Orchestra 
Saturday 4th December, 3pm  

The Refectory, Leeds University Union 
 

Composers Collective  
Sunday 5th December, 3pm 

Clothworkers Centenary Concert Hall 
 

 

Buy Tickets for our Upcoming Concerts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

luums.org 
 


